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Sussex. By Awvthur Mee.  3oo places with
238 pzclures. Iodder and Stoughton,; 10s 6d.

nr book of the week for those who

love the cotmtryside is' Arthur Mee’s
Sussex, which enriches the King’s
England series with one of its most .
captrvatmg volumes.

This remarkable series of books which
is one .day to cover the whole-face of’
England, has alrcady described eight
counties, and among them. all we find-
nothing more enchanting’ than this
volume. 1Inall their journeyings throurrh
10,000 towns and vxllages the makers of

thesey books have found nothmg more .

: beautxful ‘than Sussck. - They déclare it
to be, for sheer En"hsh bcauty, thc
.Coun’cy of Countics. '
~ Even the motor age has not sporled
- it, and on its gleat sca- front 1t is un-

matched for the varlety and impressive-

ness of its’ hamlets and . villages' and
. holiday towns.. Trom Sclsey. Bill -to
Beachy Head and on to Winchelsea and
Rye is 70 miles of sheer dehght whether -

we want a speet'rele of garety to 100k at .

1mpressxve natural scenes or the therl
af a lnstorrc placc -

Nature Sits in’ Her
Lonely ngdoms

HAT we must all lll;e about the Km g s
England books is the delight they
give us in the great solitudes. Here
Nature sits in her lonely kingdoms, far
from the 20th century and the madding
crowd, These hills and woods, “these
bare upl'mds abovc the sea, are the '
glory of the South'of England, and there
isa spe]l about them. Here we can be
lost in Paradlsc. It is the enchantuw
villages and the ]onely places that. the
traveller thmks of in Sussex, and this
book takes us to them all, )

One of the pictures it gives us is of
the shepherd walking with his crdok
and his faithful dog, like Abraham with
his flock: One old shcpherd was leading

hundreds  of sheep,.and when' Arthur

- Méé invaded his lonely sanctuary the
‘shepherd passed lookmg nerthm right.
nor left, for he’ had nothmg to do with
the world he was part of the. llfo of .
the Downs, as his’ father had bcen and
his fathcr s hthen Thls book tells us
of one shepherd who had hved 70 years
in s1ght of the sea and never been on it.

~ When he died they would put a loeh of .
'wool in lus hands S0 that on Judgmcnt
Day the Recording Angel should know -
why he could ‘not always ‘be at church!

HE COUNTY OF

Arthur Mee’s Book of Sussex

The explorers of Sussex for this book
came upon an old roadman who had
never left” the county; he sweeps the
roads that lead to everywhere, but they
are all the world to him and. he never

leaves them, There was a man on the

Downs to whom a shepherd Loy came
running. - Do you want me, sonny ? ?’" he
asked, aud the boy said, * No, sir ; T was

'”3
y

A Iane,in the bcautifui vlilag’e of Ha

i3]

only coming to look at you.” Thetown

boy gocs to the pictires, the shepherd

boy runs to 1001\ at a man passing by
"Those who -know this great. serics of

_books know with what attention to
-detail their writers have gone all round

England, sceing every monument, every
church, ;every lovely scene, “and gather-
mg all the storics.. They tell us that

Susse‘c has at least 50 villages with
Saxon work in'them, and twice as many
with somethmg from the Normans.
They have come upon more than 200
fine monuments in Sussex, from every
century since Alfred’s.-  They: have
found 30 churches with old glass in
them and six with Norman palntmgs.

" Not. onc of the 300 places herc
described is without its appeal to.the
traveller who would sec Iingland. Clay-
ton has a Saxon arch indoors and its
Jack and Jill windmillsout of doors.
VVesthampnett is umque for the Roman

flue’ tiles in'its walls and an’odd little e

“church by the road at Hardham has
the mark of an anchorxte s cell outdoors,
“and indoors the remmnts of the oldest
picture gallery l\nown in England, with

a Norman artist's St George on his

white horse. Warbleton still has Richard

~Woodman's wonderful door in the room
of the tower where he was held captive
before his martyrdom This book tells
us of a group of cight Sussex chmches
w1th a total of - 2~ thousand figires
palnted on their walls and wmdows or
'engr"wcd in ‘brass ‘and stone.

The Best Popular County '
Books in England

m:m: are no other books hke these on

any of our counties, and no books to
" equal jcl_lem for their enthusiasm, the
delightful way in which they cover the

whole countryside; and the remarkable

fund of information they give us about
everything the traveller wants to. see.
The Sussex volume is_full of stories
to rcad as well as of descrlptxons of
things to see; but those who would read
them will find themselves astonished by
the endless interest of Kipling’s Sussex:
Our England is a garden, the poet
wrote, and- he was thinking of Sussex.
But it is more than a garden ¢ it is a
veritable piece of England that cannqt
be surpasséd for its own enchanting

beauty, its historic appeal, and its great
This book_has more than

associations.
“200 - picturcs of -it, and altogcther it

must be counted as one of the most.

successful volumes of- this great series

which is rapidly establishing 1tse1f as’

the cheapest handlcst, and most com—

prehensive seriés of books on the English

" countryside. Thcre are no guide-books
with so much information, yet these
volumes are much more - than gulde-
books ;- they are the Dbest ‘popular
county books to . be found anywhcre ‘

His Work Will Last 1000 Years

‘ SELBY ABBEY has lost a good friend
. now that Thomas Strudw1ck has
‘finished his work.
. Stonemason and sculptor, he rang ‘the
Dbells every Sunday for nearly half a
“century, and for a’long time thefe was
. hardly a weekday when lhe was not
‘found making "something beautiful for
-the inside or outside of tho abbey he
loved. -
©Talking with him the last time we Were
at Selby, we were shown some of his
stone capitalsin the arcading in the choir,
Their richness and beauty -compared
_favourably with the finest work of the
master craftsmen of the abbey’s young
days. Adorned with marvellous orna-
ment, some of these capitals have fish
among twining branches, little pigs lost
amid {oliage, birds pecking at fruit,
rabbits hiding under pomegranates. One
of the capitals is hollow and has a little
‘bust of King George the Fifth in'it, . No
one would ever drcam of looking for a
. carving in.the heart of a stone’ c’lprtal

but there it is, and by the lwht of an-
electric torch we can peer between the
stone foliage and see this hidden treasurc.

Tor, years’ Mr Strudwick had been

‘making” more Dbeautiful “this glorious

buxldmg He saw the destruction caused
by the fite, but he was not dismayed..
He has passed on, but his work for his
cathedral will last a thousand years. _

From‘w Poor China

RI‘ADLRS of the CN know of the 450
dollars sent by. schoolchildren of
Canada tohelp their American neighbours
in distress during the floods thls spring.

News now: comes . of : ejght - ‘dollars sent

from a schodl in China to the“s‘tme cause.
" This gift .is .remarkable” not’ only

‘because of the- ‘great distance of China,

the poverty of its people and thelr many

“The Pohsh Count and His 1000 Guests

NOT many pcoplc can afford to.give

expression to their gratitude on'so
lavish a-scale as did, a little while ago,’a
certain Polish' count named Wlesmecky,
who invited a thousand guests from

Warsaw’s p001est quarters” to take’ 1e-, ’
freshments in his grounds. - . - .

The refrcéhments ‘consisted of s'lusafrcs B

and bones-—which may sound’ smfruIar
fare but were.much appreciated by the

‘guests, inasmuch as they were one and

all of the canine.species. * The ‘count’s

little son had some, time before: beert

saved from drowning. by a collie, and the
grateful father could think of no better
way . of .cxpressing his thanks than by
giving. a” feast .to' all the hungry dogs

“that'could be found in the poor quarters

of Poland’s capital. .

- The guests enjoyed themselves hugely,
and did ample: justice to the dinner;
and if their: :deportment was not all that

'so. céremonious-.an .occasion demanded

the " liveried. {ootmen who attended to

‘vthcu‘ -wants recalled them to a sense of
-thelr soc1a1 obhgatrons. .

" every week ;

To Rich America
sufferings .from drought and flood and
war, but because the boys who sent it
 are. inmates. of ‘a.home for uncared- {or
boys in Chapei, a sort of Borstal institu-
tion where the boys were formerly
“consideréd ‘bad characters,’ '

It is a voluntary contribution {rom
the’ boys own carnings to help others,
and isonc of the many signs of the chanrre
that ‘has comé over the home since
Mr A. T. D. Wang took' charge of it
over two years ago. Mr Wang decided
to make it a real “home for boys instead
of the sort of ‘Dickensian workhouse
that he found it.

In the bad old days, in spxte of iron

bars'and armed guards, one boy escaped . -

since the home has been
run”on modern lines only one boy has
run away cvery year, always new boys
who -had not been able to_cxperience
what the home was like.
home a boy earns wages by working at
trades on.three days a weel;, and gocs to
school on alternate days.
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